
THE CHURCH

He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.  Mark 16:15

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  John 13:34-35

“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all 
of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world 
may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we 
are one—I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know 
that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. Father, I want those you have given me to 
be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the 
creation of the world. Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that 
you have sent me. I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the 
love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”  John 17:20-26

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. There are different kinds of service, 
but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God 
at work. Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one there is given 
through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to 
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, 
to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of 
tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, 
and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines.
Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. For we 
were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were 
all given the one Spirit to drink. Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many... Now you are the 
body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.  1 Corinthians 12:4-14,27

What then shall we say, brothers and sisters? When you come together, each of you has a hymn, or a word of 
instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. Everything must be done so that the church may be 
built up.  1 Corinthians 14:26

And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which 
is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.  Ephesians 1:22-23

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us 
to do.  Ephesians 2:10

So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his 
people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and 
in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of 
Christ.  Ephesians 4:11-13

And [Jesus] is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, 
so that in everything he might have the supremacy.  Colossians 1:18

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching.  Hebrews 10:24-25 


